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Bismarck had no other arriere pensee in suggesting
this, but that he sincerely believed that a strong
England would be most useful in Europe. It was
most satisfactory that he did so.

It seems strange that the Crown Princess did not
know that Bismarck had already made the same
suggestion to Lord Salisbury, now British Foreign
Minister, and to the British Ambassador in Berlin,
or that she did not suspect, from her habitual distrust
of him, any arriere pensee in Bismarck's benevolence.
France, as he certainly foresaw, would have violently
opposed (as she subsequently did when the British
Expedition for the recovery of the Sudan took place)
any extension of British influence there, and to cause
dissension between any two Powers was the chief
dogma in his political creed, for thereby their possible
combination against Germany would be rendered less
likely. But she missed that, and the Queen's reply
to her letter, containing a severe allusion to Prussian
grabbings, supplied the necessary information on that
point:

" DEAREST CHILD ... I will now answer your letter
of the nth (July, 1877) relative to Egypt, the proposal
about which coming from you has indeed surprised me
very much, and seems to be Bismarck's view. Neither
Turkey or Egypt have done anything to offend us. Why
should we make a wanton aggression such as the taking
of Egypt would be ? It is not our custom to annex
countries (as it is in some others) unless we are obliged
and forced to do so, as in the case of the Transvaal
Republic. Prince Bismarck would probably like us to
seize Egypt as it would be a great slap in the face of
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